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IDx is the only company named to CB Insights Digital Health 150 with an 

FDA-cleared autonomous AI diagnostic 
 
New York, NY, October 3, 2019 – Yesterday CB Insights announced that IDx was named to its 
inaugural Digital Health 150, a list of the most promising private digital health companies in the 
world. Of the 150 companies on the list that span a wide spectrum of categories, IDx Technologies 
holds the distinction as the only company with FDA clearance for an autonomous AI diagnostic 
system. 
 
CB Insights identified one of the common themes across the selected companies is the use of 
artificial intelligence and machine learning to develop software platforms. What makes IDx unique 
is that the company focuses on autonomous AI. In 2018, IDx became the first and only company to 
receive FDA clearance for an autonomous AI system in any field of medicine. The AI system is called 
IDx-DR and enables primary care physicians to detect diabetic retinopathy, a leading cause of 
blindness, in real time, in their clinic, without an eye care specialist. 
 
“There is a significant difference between assistive AI – which guides or assists a physician and 
where the ultimate clinical decision is in their hands – and autonomous AI – which makes an 
independent clinical decision that can be relied on without the input of a physician,” said Michael 
Abramoff, MD, PhD, Founder and CEO of IDx. “Autonomous AI has far greater potential to transform 
healthcare delivery. It increases healthcare productivity and lowers costs by freeing physicians 
from routine tasks. So far, we are the only company that has been able to prove autonomous AI can 
be done safely, effectively, and equitably.” 
 
At the CB Insights Future of Health event yesterday, Abramoff explained how many healthcare 
systems have successfully implemented IDx-DR and integrated it into the patient workflow in order 
to deliver better comprehensive diabetes care and improve patient outcomes. 
 
Earlier this year, IDx was also named to CB Insights AI 100 list. 
 
About IDx 
IDx is a leading AI diagnostics company on a mission to transform the quality, accessibility, and 
affordability of healthcare. Founded in 2010 by a team of world-renowned clinician scientists, the 
company is focused on developing clinically-aligned autonomous AI systems. By enabling 
diagnostic assessment in primary care settings, IDx aims to increase patient access to high-quality, 
affordable disease detection. 
 
The company’s first product, IDx-DR, is an FDA-cleared AI-based diagnostic system designed for use 
at the front lines of care to detect diabetic retinopathy. IDx is developing additional AI-based 
diagnostic systems for the detection of macular degeneration, glaucoma, Alzheimer’s disease, 
cardiovascular disease, and stroke risk.  
 
IDx 
2300 Oakdale Blvd 
Coralville, IA 52241 
Phone:  319-248-5620 
www.eyediagnosis.net 

https://www.cbinsights.com/research/digital-health-startups-redefining-healthcare
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-marketing-artificial-intelligence-based-device-detect-certain-diabetes-related-eye
http://www.eyediagnosis.net/
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